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Dear Parents,
A Special Easter Assembly

Today, we said goodbye to Mr Rogers, our site agent.  Mr Rogers has worked at our school for 15 years and we were all very sad to see him leave.  He has played a very active part in our school over the years and has always been very kind and helpful to all the children who have been at The Firs.  I am sure you will join us in wishing Mr Rogers a very happy retirement and all the very best for the future. 

We also wished Ms Soma good luck as she is getting married during the Easter Break and will come back to school as Mrs Coombes.
We then welcomed Mr Campbell’s wife, Sarah and their baby daughter Lorna into our Easter assembly to say hello to all the children and introduce herself.

Finally, the PTA presented the winners of the Easter raffle with their prizes and each child was given an Easter cake to eat at break time.  We would like to say a big thank you to the PTA for all their hard work in organising this. 
E-Safety 
Like all schools, The Firs is aware of the benefits of and the potential threats posed by modern technology. More and more children have access to mobile phones and the Internet and we want to make sure they can use these in complete safety. We’re therefore putting together an Acceptable Use Policy as part of the school's approach to E-Safety and we want your ideas about what this should include.

We're looking for a maximum of 8 parents to help us put this policy together. If you'd like to be involved, please can you let the school office know and give them your contact details. We'll then get in touch with you. Thanks in advance for your help.
Grafham Water Residential

The Year four children had a fantastic time at Grafham Water and all gained a great deal in terms of their personal development and in the challenging outdoor/adventurous activities they were engaged in. We would like to say a big well done to the children in Year 4 who behaved impeccably during the residential and worked together positively with a very strong spirit of team work. We would also like to say a big thank you to the staff who accompanied the children and a very special thank you to Mrs Pearce and Mr Olympios who took the lead in organising the project.
Kidzsize Clubs for Summer Term

Your child should have brought home a letter and booking form regarding the Kidzsize clubs that are on offer for the summer term.  Below is a list of the clubs which are taking place. Several of you have returned your form to book places but numbers are still low and we need more children to join the clubs in order to continue to offer the discounted rate.  If your child would like to take part in a club, please send your form in as soon as possible. If you have misplaced your booking form, you can download one from our website or alternatively, come into the school office.  Please note that the Friday Lunchtime Athletics Club is for Year 3 and 4.
· Monday lunchtime football Y3 and 4





· Tuesday Lunchtime Cricket Y1 and 2


  

· Wednesday Lunchtime Cricket Y3 and 4

  

· Thursday Lunchtime Athletics Y 1 and 2




· Friday Lunchtime Athletics Y3 and 4



· Wednesday after school football Y 1 and 2

· Friday after school Tennis Y 3 and 4
A message from Ampthill Rotary

To say thank you to all the children for giving money to help eradicate Polio, the Ampthill Rotary Easter Bunny will be in the Market Square on Easter Saturday 3rd April handing out mini Easter Eggs from 10.00am until they run out!

Schools meals information

Please note that as from 5th January, 2010, the price of a school meal increased to £1.75.

Amounts due for the next half term are as follows:


Meals for half term commencing 20.04.10 (28 days)


            £49.00

Meals weekly payment






£  8.75

Milk for half term commencing 





£  8.70

Milk weekly payment






            £  1.50


Fridays








£  8.75


Wednesdays








£10.50


Wednesdays and Fridays





            £21.00

Please make cheques payable to ‘Eden Foodservice’ – thank you.

Head lice

Head lice are doing the rounds again – please check your child’s hair carefully and treat if necessary.  If treated quickly, this will help reduce risk of spreading.
Kids’ Club

We would like to remind parents that our Kids’ Club does not open until 7.50am and closes at 6.00pm.  Please ensure that you abide by these times as staff are not on duty before 7.50am and after 6.00pm – thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 

Easter Egg Hunt

On Tuesday 6th April, The Greensand Trust is holding an Easter Egg Hunt in Ampthill Park between 1 and 3pm.  Anyone is welcome to join the Easter trail and find the hidden wildlife facts to  win an egg.  For more information, contact The Greensand Trust on 01234 743666.
Spare clothing – Pine Class

Pine class are running very low on spare clothing. We would specifically like PE t-shirts, black shorts, green PE ‘knicker’, girls and boys socks and boys trousers aged 4-6 years old. We would also appreciate any other boy/girl school clothing (also aged 4-6 years old). Please could you hand any clothing to a member of Pine staff.

Growing – Pine Class

After Easter, Pine staff are very keen for the children to grow herbs, vegetables and flowers. If you have any cuttings or seeds of things which are fairly quick growing (2-3 months), can be planted in small containers or planter boxes and which can be planted April/May time, we would really appreciate them. Please could they be put in a labelled bag so we know what the seed/cutting is and we would also be grateful of growing instructions such as how deep and how far apart they need to be planted and the height they grow to.  Please could you hand them to a member of Pine staff when we come back after Easter. Thank you. 

Road Safety

We have included in our previous newsletters reports of ‘near miss’ incidents both on Station Road and the service road outside the school. Recently, a parent reported a further incident of a similar nature. We would once again like to remind parents that the zig zag area and the staff car park in the service road are not to be used to drop off/pick up children at the start/end of the day. We would also like to ask parents to exercise extreme caution in Station Road as driving up on to the pavement can be very dangerous with children using it.

New Appointment

We have appointed a new site agent, Mr Brian McCarthy who will take up post during the Easter holidays.  We are looking forward to welcoming Mr McCarthy to our school and to working with him.
I hope you all have an enjoyable Easter break and look forward to seeing all the children back in school on Tuesday 20th April.
Yours sincerely,
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Adam J G Campbell 
Headteacher



Working together to achieve our best.














