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Date: 8th January, 2010
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Chair of Governors: Richard Harrison     
Governors:     Sue A’Court, Celia Bennett, Adam Campbell, Jane Cathrall, Jeremy Gooch, Jerry Knox,              
                         Bruce Manley , Liz Owen, Sue Pattison, Fran Sherry, Rebecca Turner, Sara Tyrrel, Paul Duckett

Dear Parents,
We would like to welcome all the children back to school and wish you all a Happy New Year.

School Closures this week
On Wednesday 6th January, in consultation with Alameda, Maulden and Russell, we decided to remain open and an early text message was sent out to parents informing them of this.  Shortly afterwards however, as many staff began to experience difficulties in getting to school and we began to develop increasing concerns about both the condition of Station Road and safety of the children on the school site, we realised that we needed to close the schools.  The situation was made more difficult due to the fact that the high volumes of text messages and visitors to our website rendered both our SMS service and our website inoperable. This resulted in a considerable delay in getting the message that we were now closed to you. We apologise for any inconvenience that was caused that day. 
One of the factors that allowed us to open the school today was the hard work put in by our Chair of Governors, Richard Harrison and a number of governors and parents who assisted him.  They worked hard on Thursday and again during the day on Friday, clearing paths around the school so that everyone would be safe and we are very grateful for their hard work and dedication to The Firs.

We realise that school closures can be very inconvenient to parents and are obviously disruptive to children’s learning although we have to prioritise the safety of pupils, parents and staff and sometimes this leads us to make the decision to close the school.  (If you would like further information concerning our procedures, then please download our policy for adverse weather conditions which can be found in ‘school information’ under ‘school policies’ We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all our parents for your support and understanding.

Ongoing bad weather
On Monday, if the weather is bad, please look on our website for the latest news. To ensure all pupils and staff can get to school safely, we may well decide to have a delayed start again, as prioritising pupil and staff safety is very important to us and allows more flexibility. If we need to close, or if special arrangements are made, we will also contact you via text. 
Contact Details

It is always vital that we have up-to-date contact details so that we can reach you quickly in an emergency.  In addition, at times such as this, it is very important that we can get messages to you and so we would ask that is you did not receive one of the text messages sent out recently, please could you either complete the tear-off slip at the end of the newsletter and return it to the office or pop in and let us know, as soon as possible.
Celebrating Christmas in January!

As we were unable to hold our usual end of term assembly before Christmas, Father Christmas kindly left his presents for us to give to the children in the New Year.  The children very much enjoyed the gifts for each class, which they opened on the first day of term.
Spare clothes

We need girl’s tights and pants if they need to be changed during the school day.  If you can help, can you please drop them into the school office – thank you.
A note to Elm Class parents

Unfortunately, Mrs Rogers will not be able to be back in school in January, although we are very grateful that Mrs Whelan has kindly agreed to teach full time in Elm during her absence. 
Clubs Year 1 - 4
We will contact you next week regarding the clubs that will be run by our own staff this term. If you have requested a club run by Kidsize, a text message will be sent to you as soon as possible. If you have not yet registered for a Kidsize club then please look on our website in ‘letters home’ for a form. Children very much enjoy the Kidsize clubs and we are very pleased to have negotiated a much reduced rate (reduced from £3.00 to £1.00 a session). Please see the poster and application form which should have come home with your child today. 
Eco friendly newsletters!

We mentioned in the last newsletter in December that as part of our continuing efforts to be more environmentally friendly, we are trying to reduce our use of paper.  From January therefore, our newsletters will not be sent home as we would like to encourage our parents to access them on our website. We will send out a text message to alert you when a newsletter is published. Paper copies of our newsletter will be available from the entrance hall however, for any parents who wish to have a paper copy. 

All other letters will still be sent home via your child but will also be available from our website.

Road Safety Reminder

We included in our last newsletter in December, that a parent reported to us that there had been an incident where a car, which was parked on the zig zags on Station Road, began to reverse and she had to shout at/grab her year R daughter, to prevent her from being run over.  We would once again like to remind parents that the zig zag area and the staff car park in the service road are not to be used to drop off/pick up children at the start/end of the day. 

During this period of bad weather, we would urge parents to avoid using station road as far as possible to pick up / drop off children and to be extra careful / vigilant in the road ways around the school. Thank you.
Yours sincerely,
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Adam J G Campbell

Headteacher
(-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contact Details – please return to the office as soon as possible
Child’s Name………………………………………..Class………………………………

Parent/Carer’s Name…………………………………………………………………….

New Mobile Number……………………………………………………………………..

Date…………………………………….



Working together to achieve our best.














