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Dear Parents,
Urgent Road Safety Notice
A parent reported to us on Wednesday that a car, which was parked on the zig zags, outside the school, on Station Road, began to reverse and she had to shout at/grab her year R daughter to prevent her from being run over.  We would like to urgently remind parents that the zig zag area and the staff car park in the service road are not to be used to drop off/pick up children at the start/end of the day.  We would also like to point out that this incident has been reported to the police.

Writing Competition

On Monday 7th December, Hazel Cannon and Geoff Aynsley from The Rotary Club joined us in assembly to present the winning children with a £10 book token. The children were:- Imogen Thompson and Jack Douglas, year 1, Andrea Knibb and Amelie Handler, year 2, Catherine Johnson and Sam Ellis, year 3 and Josie Crisp and Sean Quinn, year 4.  Well done to the winners and to everyone who took part.

Introducing learning logs in year 3 and 4
We were very pleased with the high level of satisfaction that parents demonstrated in all the questions posed in our parent questionnaire last year, although one of the key areas that parents drew to our attention was homework.  

Homework is a key part of children’s learning, allowing them to reinforce and extend knowledge and skills they have encountered in school and enabling them to benefit from sharing their learning experiences with their parents/carers.
In response to what parents were telling us however, we have introduced learning logs in year 3 and 4, which allow children to explore topics at an appropriate level.  Year 3 and 4 teachers have had some very positive feedback from both parents and pupils, who have expressed that they have really enjoyed working on their logs.  We will be surveying year 3 and 4 parents next term to get some more detailed feedback.
Our school website

As part of our continuing efforts to be more environmentally friendly, we are trying to reduce our use of paper.  From January therefore, our newsletters will not be sent home as we would like to encourage our parents to access them on our website. We will send out a text messages to alert you when a newsletter is published. Paper copies of our newsletter will be available from the entrance hall however, for any parents who wish to have a paper copy. 
All other letters will still be sent home via your child but will also be available from our website.

School uniform prices
We and the PTA view our uniform sales not as a way of generating profit but as a service for our parents and so we are always negotiating with our suppliers to reduce costs.  From January 2010, therefore, we are very pleased to announce that school uniform prices are being reduced.  An order form, effective from January 2010, is available on our school website under ‘school information’.
Book Club
Happy Christmas from Book Club! We've had a great term with lots of new members - thanks to all parents who have been sending money in. We're about to take a break for Christmas, there was no book club this week, we'll resume as usual on January 12th. The stall at the xmas fair raised £45 for the PTA and was great fun. See you in the New Year.
We at the school would like to say a big thank you to the parents who work very hard to run book club, which through the money it raises benefits all the children in school.
Schools meals information

As from 5th January, 2010, the price of a school meal will be £1.75.
Amounts due for the next half term are as follows:


Meals for half term commencing 05.01.10 (29 days)


            £50.75

Meals weekly payment






£  8.75

Milk for half term commencing 





£  8.70

Milk weekly payment






            £  1.50


Wednesdays or Fridays






£10.50
Wednesdays and Fridays





            £21.00
Please make cheques payable to ‘Eden Foodservice’ – thank you.
Thank you to the PTA

Once again the PTA have had a very successful and productive term and we would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to everyone in the PTA for all their hard work.  We would particularly like to mention the discos, the bingo night, the very successful quiz night and of course our extremely well attended Christmas Fayre which was enjoyed by everyone there.
It is very fitting therefore, that the PTA concluded a very successful term of events with the fantastic Panto – Dick Whittington, which was performed to children in the afternoon and parents and children in the evening.  Everyone who watched the Panto was extremely complimentary.  It was performed with great gusto, the scenery and costumes were great and we even had sound effects and lighting.  A big well done and thank you to all those who were involved and we will leave the final words to our chair, Alison Taylor who wrote ‘A big thank you to:-
Mark Frary, Fiona Challacombe, Helen Wetherill, Bruce Manley, Sara Tyrrel, Bel Miller, Karen Reep, Lesley Flint, Guy Barker, Katrina Armstrong, Simon Michael, Sarah Dalton, Mark Driver, Alex Sear, Dan Backhouse, Debbie Davanna, Emma Ambrose, Fred Haves, Jill Whitmore, Tracy Brazil, Denise Blakey, Sarah Hardiman, Helen Manley and Sue Templeman…

for giving up all their time, in putting on a fantastic PTA Pantomime.  The show was a real treat and put everyone in the Christmas mood!’

The Firs sing at the St Andrews Christmas Lights Concert

A big well done to all our children in our choir who sang so well in front of a large adult audience on Saturday 28th November at the Christmas Lights Concert.  We were very proud of all our children both for their singing and the way they conducted themselves.  A big thank you to Miss Kendall and Mrs Donbavand for their hard work in organising the event.
Christmas Concerts

We would like to say a big well done to all the children in Pine, Y1, Y2, and Y3 for their Christmas performances which were much enjoyed.  If you ordered a DVD but have not yet received it, please call into the office.

Christmas tree festival

In assembly on 16th December we are very pleased to welcome Judy Cornforth who was visiting the school to present us with our 3rd place certificate for the St Andrews Church Christmas Tree Competition.  A big thank you to Hazel Class for making the decorations and to Mrs Bennett and family for installing the tree and decorating it.
Music Concert

We would like to say a well done to all the children who performed so successfully in the music concert last week.  As in previous years, it was a very enjoyable occasion, supported very well by the very many parents who attended.  A thank you to Mrs Mercer, Miss Kendall, Mrs A’Court and Ms Soma for both hard work leading up to the event and for support given on the night.  A very special thank you to Mrs Donbavand, for organising the event and for all her work with the choir. Once again the PTA worked very hard behind the scenes organising the refreshments and the raffle and we would like to say thank you to them for all their efforts.

Christmas Parties

The children have very much enjoyed their Christmas parties at the end of this term and we would like to say a big thank you to all the parents/carers who have provided food.

Expensive lost item

· Have you lost a front panel to a car music centre which was found in our car park this term?

If you think this belongs to you, please come into the school office.
Staffing Changes

· We were very sorry to say goodbye to Mrs Gowing recently.  We would like to thank her for all her hard work in year 2 where she was a very supportive member of the team.  We would also like to take this opportunity to say a very special thank you to Mr Gowing who resigned as a governor this term.  Mr Gowing has made a very valuable and sustained contribution to the school in many different ways but perhaps his most memorable project was the wildlife garden which both he and Mrs Gowing dedicated much time and effort to. We would like to say how much we appreciate the efforts of both of them and we wish them both the very best in the future.
· We would like to say goodbye to Mrs Lawrence in Pine Class, this week.  Mrs Lawrence has very much enjoyed her short time at The Firs and is leaving for personal reasons.  We are very grateful to her for all her hard work this term. We will miss her and we wish her well in the future. 

· We would like to say goodbye and thank you to Mrs Thomson who has been teaching the Pine class Dolphins this term. Mrs Thomson has (like many times before) done a fantastic job looking after the needs of Pine children and we are very grateful to her for all her hard work.

· Mrs Goode, who was teaching in Pine class this term with Mrs Thomson, will be working in Hazel Class on Thursday afternoons and Fridays in January (a Y3 role she has very successfully held for us in the past). We would like to thank her for the kind and caring approach she has taken in Pine and we look forward to continuing to work with her in the New Year.
· We would also like to say a thank you and goodbye to Sue Davis who has done a great job in working with children in Hazel Class on Thursday afternoons and Fridays.

· In January we look forward to welcoming Mrs Karen Fletcher, who will be working with Pine Dolphins.
Last day of term
Due to the snowfall, we had to close the school today and our parents were informed about the closure via our text messaging service. We would have loved to have seen the children today and to have celebrated Christmas in our special assembly.  It would also have given us the opportunity to say a goodbye and a thank you to staff that are leaving or changing roles. The staff would like to join me in wishing you all a very happy Christmas however and we look forward to seeing all the children back in school on Tuesday 5th January.

Yours sincerely,
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Adam J G Campbell

Headteacher



Working together to achieve our best.














