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Dear Parents/Carers,
The Firs Lower Ball

This year’s ball will take place on Saturday 9th October 2010, in a heated marquee in the school grounds. Last years ball was a great success and raised more than £7000, it was a fantastic evening for everyone that attended. This year we are hoping to raise even more and the money raised will go towards improving the playground facilities. So if you fancy a great night out, the chance to dress up, enjoy some good food and drink all whilst raising money for the school PTA, put the date in your diary. Further details will be sent out soon. If you have any enquiries please contact Karen Glanville on 07956 887832 or karenglanville@btinternet.com
Mrs Mercer

Mrs Mercer’s last day will be Wednesday 9th June as she will be going on maternity leave. We will keep you informed regarding any baby news!  With regards to staffing in Pine Class, Mrs Aatkar will be working on Monday all day and Wednesday mornings and Mrs Haddon will be working on Tuesday all day, Wednesday afternoons, Thursdays and Fridays.  We are very grateful to Mrs Haddon and Mrs Aatkar, who by kindly consenting to working additional hours, will help to ensure continuity for the children in Parrots. This arrangement will be until the end of this academic year.  
PTA Disco

Please note that PTA disco letters were sent out recently stating that year 4 children would be allowed to walk home on their own.  Following discussions with the PTA we have agreed that we should follow The Firs policy that a parent/carer must collect their child after events such as this disco. We would like to apologise for any inconvenience caused and thank parents in advance for supporting us in our efforts to ensure the safety of children at The Firs.
School car park – disabled bay

It has come to our attention again, that despite requesting the support of parents in a previous newsletter, some parents are continuing to use the disabled bay in our school car park.  We have parents in school who are registered disabled and are therefore entitled to use this bay. We would ask you to show consideration to those parents by refraining from using this bay unless you are displaying a ‘disabled’ badge. 

Healthy Eating Coffee Morning – 20th May at 9:00am

We hosted a coffee morning for parents on Thursday this week. It was organised by Sue Smitham, the Parent Support Assistant for the Redborne Schools Partnership and was a very useful opportunity for parents to both find out more about healthy eating and talk with us about ways we can promote eating a healthy balanced diet in school. A big thank you to all the parents who dropped in on Thursday – it was a great chance to have a chat.
Jump Off
Last month, a letter was sent home with information about the ‘Jump Rope For Heart’ programme which is taking place at our school on Tuesday 25th May during the school day. 20% of monies raised will be retained by the school to boost our school funds and the rest will go to the British Heart Foundation.  Please remember to bring your sponsor forms in to school with the money as soon as possible after the event.  Please note that skipping ropes will not be on sale from school but, you can order them from the British Heart Foundation, details of which are on the sponsor forms.
Head lice
Head lice are doing the rounds again.  Please check your child’s hair and treat if necessary – thank you.
Anglo Saxon Day

Last Tuesday, Year 3 experience a day with Anglo-Saxons.  They learnt about how the Anglo-Saxon people lived through observing and using artefacts, taking part in demonstrations, dressing up and much, much more.  Thank you to all parents who contributed to this event.  Some parents have still to send in their contribution of £5.00 and would ask that this is done as a matter of urgency – thank you.
King’s Arms Garden

On Wednesday afternoon, the children in Pine class visited King’s Arms Garden.  They all had a lovely time and we would like to say thank you to all the parents who accompanied the children on their walk. 

Cricket for Yr 3 & 4

This term during PE lessons children for Year 3 & 4 are again being visited by a Cricket Coach from Ampthill Town Cricket Club through the ‘Chance to Shine’ Project. The Coach is Ampthill’s and Bedfordshire Batsman Matt Barnes. 

Matt will be coaching the children leading up to the Local tournament to be held at Ampthill Town Cricket Club in June. As part of the visit Matt would like to invite any interested children up to Ampthill for more cricket, training sessions are run on Saturdays from 9.00 until 10.30 at under 8’s, under 10’s boys. Any interested Girls are invited to the Women & Girls section which runs on Friday evenings from 6.00pm until 7.30pm for further information please contact Mrs Wilkinson via the school office.  For further details relating to boys cricket please contact Gavin Howson on 07590436640 or come along on any Saturday. 

www.ampthilltown.play-cricket.com
After School Netball 

There are 5 places available at the netball which runs on Thursdays after school from 3.30 – 4.30pm.  If your child is interested in joining this club, please call Michelle Messenger on 01525 633119 or leave your name at the school office – thank you,

Teaching Assistant Vacancies

Please note that from week we will be advertising for 3 teaching assistant vacancies to work with pupils with special needs. One of the essential requirements for applicants is that they have the relevant qualifications eg. NVQ level 2 or higher.  More details will be available on our website, along with an application pack next week.
Yours sincerely,
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Adam J G Campbell 
Headteacher



Working together to achieve our best.














