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Yellow, Blue and Grey Storybooks

Children read all the Yellow, Blue and Grey storybooks.

books Vv
increase in length (300 words from 150 words)
contain Set 1 and Set 2 sounds

include longer words e.g. pecked, flapped,
grabbed.

Blue storybooks:-

include challenging words containing Set 3 sounds.

Grey books (450 words):-

include words containing all Set 3 sounds

include word endings such as -tion, -cious, -tious,
-ible, -able.
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Learning Set 2 and Set 3 sounds

- Harder for children to learn as the children need
to learn phrases.

* ‘Focus’ sound- new sound or a ‘wobbly’ sound.

- ‘Focus’ sounds- taught on Mondays, Tuesdays
and Wednesdays (reviewed on Thursdays and
Fridays).

- Reinforcement of these sounds at home is key.
Your child can practise them (out of order) using
the yellow Speed Sound book.

 |ntend to share when children have been taught
a sound for the first time so children can ==
practise them at home.




RWI Definitions

Fred Talk

saying sounds overtly

Fred In Your Head

saying sounds in their head
(secret Fred Talk)

Speedy Reading

reading the word straight
away- ‘at a glance’




Speedy Reading

« Children need to be able to read at a sufficient rate
to support comprehension. Both accuracy and
speed are essential.

» There are three stages when learning to read words
‘speedily’:-

Fred Talk — Fred In Your Head —~ Speedy Reading

 Children progress at different rates and will need
different amounts of time at the Fred Talk and Fred
In Your Head stages

- Some children really struggle to ‘let go’ of Fred
Talk!




Speedy Reading (cont)

‘Common words’ are taught using Fred In
Your Head

Speedy Reading forms part of the half termly
formal assessment

Can often be the barrier to children moving
up to the next colour band.

Knowing the meaning of the word is key!
Children are able to read words at speed
more easily if they have a visual
representation of that word in their mind



What can parents do to help their
child read words speedily?

* Prompt your child to read common words in the
storybook using Fred In Your Head.

» Encourage your child to re-read storybooks to gain
fluency- it's just practice, practice, practice!

« Give definitions of words which your child may be
unsure of. (This may be more necessary for the
Book Bag books which are unseen books.)

* Practise Speeding Up Word Reading films
emailed home (this will depend on the need of the
child). These have a great impact on a child’s
ability to read words ‘speedily’!
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Red Words

- These are words which have a tricky sound
e.g. ‘said’ ‘want’

- Children are taught what the tricky sound(s) is.

- Children need to learn these words by sight.

Parents may want to display them around the
house.

- In the early RWI books (Red, Green, Purple,
Pink and Orange), these words are printed in
red so that children know they can’t
be sounded out.
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Core books

- Core books are read in class three
times:-
-1st read-practise decoding

-2nd read- developing an
understanding of the text

-3rd read-develop a story-telling voice

- 4th read at home! Another chance to
build fluency as well as practise using
their story-teller’s voice!




Book Bag Books

- Book Bag Books are carefully matched to the Core
book.

* Unseen books so your child may need more
support with these. Prompt your child to sound out
words rather than guessing!

* Re-reading the Book Bag Books is so valuable!

* Red, Green, Purple, Pink and Core book
plus Book Bag book sent home every fourth/fifth
day.

Blue and Core book plus two Book
Bag Books sent home every fourth day.
« Recommend that children read at least times a 13
week




Spelling

e Convert a whole word they hear into individual sounds-
‘'segmenting’.
e Children use ‘Fred Fingers’:-
- Hold up the correct number of Fred Fingers.
- Squeeze the sounds they hear on their fingers
- Write the word down.
e This strategy means that children do not need to
memorise lists of spelling words.

e Once the children have had lots of practise spelling
words with Set 3 sounds, we focus on ‘same sound,
different grapheme’ * e.g. play, paint, name %

*grapheme- written representation for a sound H




Phonics Screening Check

- Statutory assessment of your child’s phonics
knowledge. :

- Carried out week beginning 8th June 2026 on &
one-to-one with the class teacher.

- Contains 40 words divided into two sections of 20
words. Both sections contain a mixture of real
words and pseudo-words.

* Pseudo-words- words that are phonically decodable
but are not actual words with an associated
meaning. We call them ‘nonsense’ or ‘alien’ words.

* Pseudo are included in the check specifically to
assess whether your child can decode a word using
their phonic skills.




Phonics Screening Check (cont)

« Pass mark has been 32 out of 40 since it started in

2012. Parents are informed of the result in your
child’s end of year report.

* Children who don’t pass re-sit the Phonics
Screening Check in June 2027. They do not do a

further re-sit.
« Extra practice in class and one-to-one interventions

are put in place for children at risk of not passing.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents/phonics-screening-check-2024-information-for-parents-text-only-version
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/phonics-screening-check-information-for-parents/phonics-screening-check-2024-information-for-parents-text-only-version

Useful Websites

Look at the ‘Learning To Read At Home’ page on the
web for tips and resources for supporting your child
at home: A

e

(RWI resources are published
by Oxford University Press)
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http://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/
https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/phonics/?region=uk

Any questions?
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At this school the Read Write Inc
Programme is managed by:

Mrs Mercer



