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Ampthill Big Tent Fete Parade
Sunday 12th July 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

The Firs Lower School is delighted to be taking part in the Ampthill Big Tent Fete Parade, as part of Ampthill’s Big Tent Weekend. Here are all the details you need for the day to get prepared. 

This year’s parade will take place on Sunday 12th July 2026 at 10:30am, just before the Big Tent Fete. For those who have not experienced the Ampthill Parade before, it is a truly exciting event and a wonderful opportunity for the children to get involved.

Parade Theme
This year’s theme is “Ampthill Through the Ages.”

The Firs PTFA has chosen to celebrate the historic Ampthill Zoo (also known as Wingfield Zoo). Opened in the early 1900s, it housed a collection of exotic animals and even played a role in the development of Whipsnade Zoo.

Costumes by Year Group
Each year group will represent an animal associated with the zoo:
· Saplings: Pigs
· Year R: Sheep
· Year 1: Zebra
· Year 2: Camels
· Year 3: Ostrich
· Year 4: Llama
If your child would prefer to be another animal, that is totally fine! 
The workshops have now passed, but you are welcome to be as creative as you wish! If your child also wishes to make a sign to hold during the procession they are more than welcome. The Mayor will be awarding the best deception of Ampthill Through the Ages – let’s get noticed! 

Parent Participation
All children must be accompanied by an adult. We kindly encourage parents to wear coordinating outfits (even just colours matching the animals) to help enhance the overall look of our parade entry.

Key Details
· Arrival time: 10:00am 
· Meeting point: The Firs Lower School car park
· Parade start: 10:30am
The parade route will proceed along Station Road, Dunstable Street, and Woburn Street, finishing at the Cenotaph.
Please remember to:
· Bring a drink
· Apply sun cream if the weather is warm
Please ensure you arrive for 10am to allow for us to organise the children into year groups and be ready to set off with the procession at 10.30am. 
Sign-Up
There is still time to sign up if your child would like to take part. Please ensure you do complete the form so we are aware of how many children and carers are taking part in the parade for safety reasons. Link to the sign up form can be found here https://forms.gle/dud83YvcXF7mM3pGA 

Also please note – if you are attending the Big Tent Fete after the parade tickets must be purchased through the official means as taking part in the parade does not grant access to the Big Tent event. 


We hope you can join us for what promises to be a fun and memorable event!

Warm regards,
The Firs PTFA 
	
	









image1.png
‘“?‘\\\\-\‘

BIG"
TENT
WEEKEND





image2.jpeg




