
In Science our topic is Rocks, Fossils and Soils. As part of this 
topic children will learn the different types of rocks and how they 
are formed. They will investigate how fossils are formed and 
learn about the famous paleontologist Mary Anning. The 
children will explore soil permeability.  

After half term, the children will be learning about plants. They 
will identify and describe the functions of different parts of plants 
and investigate the requirements for a plant to survive. We 
will investigate the way in which water is transported within 
plants and explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of 
flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation and seed 
dispersal. 
 

We will be learning to… 

 Compare and group together different kinds of rocks on 
the basis of their appearance and simple physical 
properties.  

 Describe in simple terms how fossils are formed when 
things that have lived are trapped within rock.  

 Recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic 

matter. 

 

 Identify and describe the functions of different parts of 
flowering plants: roots, stem/trunk, leaves and flowers.  

 Explore the requirements of plants for life and growth 
(air, light, water, nutrients from soil, and room to grow) 
and how they vary from plant to plant.  

 Investigate the way in which water is transported within 
plants.   

 Explore the part that flowers play in the life cycle of 
flowering plants, including pollination, seed formation 
and seed dispersal. 

 
 In Geography, the children will begin to look at mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes. They will learn about the different 

types of mountains and how they are formed as well as 

discussing famous mountains around the world. They will learn 

about dangers that coincide with mountains, volcanoes and 

Earthquakes.  

We will be learning to… 

 Describe and understand key aspects of physical 

geography, including: Mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes. 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping 

to locate countries and describe features studied. 

 

In Maths the children will be developing a deeper 

understanding of multiplication and division including 

multiplying with teen numbers, multiplying by 10 and 100 

and problem solving. We will be looking at adding and 

subtracting 2 and 3 digit numbers including using 

measures. We will be returning to time, fractions, shape 

and right angles calculating areas and perimeters. We will 

be sorting and classifying using Carroll and Venn diagrams 

and representing data using lists, tables and charts. We 

will be continuing to practise our times tables. 

We will be learning to… 

 Use and understanding numbers up to 1000 and then 
beyond 1000 

 Count up in multiples of 10, 25, 50, 100 and 1000 

 Use negative, as well as positive, numbers 

 Add, subtracting, multiplying and dividing mentally and 
using formal written calculation methods 

 Use and learn the 2, 5, 10, 3, 4, 8 times tables 

 Solve maths problems 

 Explore fractions and find fractions of amounts 
 

 
In Literacy, we will be focusing on narratives. In the first 

half term we will be looking again at characters, settings 

and plots and writing myths and legends being particularly 

inspired by the story of Theseus and the Minotaur. After 

half term, our focus will move to mystery and adventure 

stories when will also be revisiting speech marks.  

We will be learning to… 

 Build fluency and confidence when reading 

 Predict what might happen next in a story 

 Comment on the content of a text and answering 
questions beginning to justify their answer with 
evidence 

 Use capital letters, full stops question marks, 
exclamation marks and commas 

 Spell words with growing accuracy 

 Use adjectives adverbs, powerful verbs and similes to 
improve sentences 

 Improve our handwriting and presentation and develop 
a legible joined style. 

In Art the children will be studying sketching 

techniques and sculpture. The children will be 

using a variety of pencils and grey scale pastels 

for their 2D work and creating 3D sculptures 

using papers and clay. We will be focusing on 

the work of Henry Moore. 

We will be learning to… 

 Explore ideas and collect visual and 
other information for my work. 

 use a number of sketches to base my 
work on. 

 Annotate my sketches in my art 
sketchbook to explain my ideas. 

 Sketch lightly so that I don’t need to use 
a rubber.  

 Use different grades of pencils at 
different angles to show different tones. 

 Cut skills are precise. 

 Use a range of craft tools safely.  

 Use straight and wavy edged scissors 
effectively to cut fabric, paper and card 
along different lines or around shapes 
smoothly and neatly.  

 Fold paper and thin card neatly and 
accurately making proper creases and 
score card.  

 Make paper coils and lay them out to 

create patterns or shapes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What we are learning in  

Year 3  

Spring 2021 



In French the children will be learning to count to 20 

and further classroom instructions. They will learn to 

say the colours in French and days of the week. They 

will have the opportunity to practise French 

conversations. 

We will be learning to… 

 Respond to simple questions with support from a 
spoken model or visual clue. 

 Respond to spoken instructions. 

 Greet others with confidence and reply to 
questions. 

 Begin to know some key vocabulary including: 
classroom equipment, food, body parts, colours, 
days of the week, numbers etc. 

 

 

 

 

In PE the children will further develop their balance, 
flexibility, coordination and stamina. 

We will be learning to… 

 Practise skills in isolation and combination (e.g. 
throwing and catching with greater accuracy).  

 Work well as a team in competitive games. 
Apply basic principles of attacking and 
defending.  

 Begin to develop an understanding of fair play 
(respect team -mates and opponents and giving 
fair feedback to others).  

 

In PSHCE we will be thinking about our talents and 

how we are all good at different things. We will be 

exploring our goals and ambitions.  

We will be learning to… 

 Explain how it feels to be challenged, try 
something new or difficult  

 Plan the steps required to help achieve a 
goal or challenge  

 Celebrate and respect their own and othersʼ 
skills, strengths and attributes  

 About the conventions of courtesy and 
manners in terms of this being considered a 
‘character strength’ and a way of valuing and 
respecting others.  

 Explain what is meant by a put-up or put 
down and how this can affect people 

 Demonstrate a range of strategies for 
dealing with put downs  

 Recognise what is special about themselves 

 Describe how it feels when there are set-
backs 

 Know some positive ways to manage set-
backs and how to ask for help or support 

 Recognise that everyone has setbacks at 
times, and that these cannot always be 
controlled 

 

In History, we will be learning about the Anglo Saxons, 

researching how daily life was very different and comparing 

artefacts from the time to those we use now.  

We will be learning… 

 About Britain’s settlement by Anglo Saxons 
and Scots: 

 To understand where the Angles and Saxons 
came from and the context (the fall of the 
Roman Empire) 

 To know the way the country was divided into 
different kingdoms. 

 To understand some of the key aspects of 
Anglo/Saxon village life, including homes, 
food, clothes and religion. 

 To understand some key details about some 
Saxon kings, including Alfred The Great, King 
of Wessex. 

 
 

 

 

In RE we will be finding out about Christanity and try 
to answer the question 'What does it mean to be a 
Christian?’ Through discussing where the religion was 
founded and by whom as well as looking at the place 
of worship and holy book. We hope to visit three 
different places of worship, including a Church.  

We will be learning about… 

 Where, how and why do people worship? 
(Christianity) 

 Why some people think life is like a journey? 
How and why do people mark the significant 
events of life?  

 What are the deeper meanings of the 
festivals?  

 

 

In Music, the children will be focusing on rhythm, pulse 

and pitch and linking this to singing and playing 

instruments.  

 Recognise the style of the five songs. 

 choose one song and be able to talk about it. 

 Find the pulse/steady beat of a song.  

 To know that if you improvise using the notes 
you are given, you cannot make a mistake. 

 

In ICT, the children will become communicators. They 

will be learning about how to stay safe whilst 

communicating on the internet.  

We will be learning… 

 About the benefits of social media sites, and the 

need for caution (incl. not giving personal 

information).  

 The importance of having secure passwords for 

accounts. 

 That the internet is a public space where they 

need to protect their privacy and the privacy of 

others. 

 About email and some basic aspects such as 

using addresses, sending emails, opening 

emails and replying, with support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


